Phrasal verbs

In academic English phrasal verbs are not as common as in spoken and less formal written English.
For example, We found out that the internal structure was stronger afthis treatment would be written
not only in the passive voice but also the verb would be changed. It was found/ascertained/discovered
that the internal structure was stronger after this treatment.

Sometimes it does not matter if you use a phrasal verb or not. For example, the very commonly used
phrasal verbs turn on and turn off can be replaced by activated and deactivated but it is not necessary.

Below is a list of phrasal verbs commonly used in informal English and their formal equivalents. Study
the list carefully before you do the exercises.

break down fail go down decrease
break down categorize go on (with) continue
bring about cause go up increase

call off cancel go through be approved
carry out conduct go up increase
come out be published make up constitute
come up with design/invent/originate/ | make up for compensate
come up with present/produce/propose | mix up confuse

cut down (on) reduce pick up receive

cut off disconnect put off postpone
find out find/discover/ascertain set up arrange/organize
get hold of contact take on employ

get hold of acquire turn on/switch on | activate
getin be admitted turn off/switch off | deactivate
get in touch contact turn up arrive

get round avoid work out calculate
EXERCISES

I. Substitute the phrasal verbs in the following sentences with their more formal equivalents.
1. We took on three new members of staff and they all turned up late on their first day.

9. Only 40% of the applicants got in.



Il. Use phrasal verbs instead of their formal equivalents in the following sentences.
1. The temperature decreased to 10°C.

13. After isolating the circuit, the system was activated.



