Tenses, active and passive structures (selection)
l. Tenses
Il. Active and passive structures

I. Tenses
Tenses Active structures : Active structures : Passive structures
Simple Continuous
Present | call lam calling lam called
Past | called | was calling | was called
Present | have called | have been calling | have been called
perfect
Past perfect | had called | had been calling | had been  called
Future I will call | will be calling | will be called
be + -ing be + -ed
Questions:
do you call/does he call?
did you/he call?
have you called?
had you called
will you call?
Remember:

1. —ing forms (without “be”): 1. calling = volani; writing = psani
Writing English papers is difficult.
2. calling = volajici; writing = piSici; psaci; sitting = sedici
Who is the girl sitting next to you?
I need a new writing desk.

2. — ed form (without “be”): called = nazvany, volany; written = (na)psany, pisemny
| prefer written examinations to oral examinations.

3.1won’tdo it (/ will not do it) = neudélam to
| want to do it = chci to udélat

Il. Active and passive structures

Examples:

Active structures Passive structures

Our department organized That conference was organized by
that conference. our department.

The teacher told me to start at once. I was told to start at once.

The object of the active structure becomes the subject of the passive structure. The subject of
the active structure becomes the agent and is introduced by “by”. The agent is normally not included
but is expressed if the speaker considers it important.

The prize is normally given by the Dean, not



by the Rector.

The University offered me a well-paid I was offered a well-paid job

job. (by the University).
The University offered me a well-paid A well-paid job was offered to me
job. (by the University).

Many verbs can be followed by two objects; one referring to a person, one referring to a thing.
Both of them can become subjects of the passive structure. Most often the person becomes
the subject.

Note:
In many types of academic English, especially scientific English, the passive structure is more
common than the active structure because what is/was done is more important than who
does/did it.

In this experiment water was heated to 150°C.

Rather than: In this experiment we heated water to 150°C.
See also Guidelines for Academic Writing: Typical features of Academic English.

EXERCISES

I. Correct the following sentences.
1. How much time takes it to prepare the test?



Il. Reformulate the following sentences by using passive structures.
1. You can find an analysis of the results in Table 1.



