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I. Conditional clauses

1. Conjunctions

if jestlize
unless (if .... not) jestlize ne
Examples:

I’ll be able to finish the report if you help me.

I won't be able to finish the report if you don’t help me.
I'll take the job if | don't get a better offer.

| won't be able to finish the report unless you help me.
I'll take the job unless | get a better offer.

2. Five types of conditional clauses

Type 1is used about a situation that is true at any present or past time.

If water is frozen (dependent clause), it expands (independent clause).
If the experiment failed, we tried again.

Dependent clause Independent clause
Present tense Present tense
Past tense Past tense

if = jestlize

Type 2 is used about a possible situation in the present.

If you come across a difficult problem, discuss it/you can/could/should discuss it
with your supervisor.

Dependent clause Independent clause
Present/present perfect tense can/could/might/should
Imperative
if = jestlize

Type 3 is used about a situation likely to occur in the future if the condition is fulfilled.

If you work hard, you will pass the examination.




Dependent clause Independent clause

Present tense Future tense

if = jestlize
Remember: no “will” after if!

Type 4 is used about a present or future imaginary situation.

If you worked hard, you would pass the examination.

If you went to that conference, you might meet Professor Brown.
If this new approach were applied, the result would be different.
If the temperature of the reaction were raised by 10°C, the rate of
the reaction would double.

Dependent clause Independent clause
Past tense would + infinitive
could/might/should + infinitive
if = kdyby

Remember: no “would” after if!
“Was” is common with “I, he, she, it, there, a singular noun” in spoken English. In formal
writing “were” is used instead.

Type 5 is used about a situation that might have happened in the past but did not.

If you had worked hard, you would not have failed.
If you had gone to that conference, you could have presented your paper there.

Dependent clause Independent clause
Past perfect tense would have + the —ed form
could/might/should have + the —ed form
if = kdyby

Remember: no “would” after if!

Of the five types of conditional clauses the first three are common in academic writing.
They are mostly used in the main body of the paper.

Examples:

Type 1: If the Siegel condition is false, the CORDIC Pipeline waits until the size-reduced
element is forwarded.

Type 2: If the power consumption is too high, increase the value of L and go back to step 3.

Type 3: If the input frequency is greater than the value defined by (11), the system will
present slope overload.

Types 4 and 5 are rather rare in academic writing.

Type 4: It is clear that there would not be any asymmetry if there were no contribution from
the second-harmonic and the difference frequency.




Notes:
- If the dependent clause precedes the independent clause, it is separated by a comma; if it
follows, it is not.
If the experiment fails, we will have to repeat it.
We will have to repeat the experiment if it fails.

- The past perfect in the dependent clause may also be used together with “would +
infinitive” in the independent clause (combination of types 4 and 5.)
Compare: If you had been more careful, you wouldn’t be in trouble now.
If you had been more careful, you wouldn’t have been in trouble .
(at that time)

- In types 1 and 2, “if” has almost the same meaning as “when/whenever”.
If/When the experiment fails, you have to repeat it.
In type 3 there is a difference.
If you go to that conference, you will meet Professor Brown.
(=it is not sure whether you will go; in Czech: Pojedes-li/JestliZze pojedes ..)
When you go to that conference, you will meet Professor Brown.
(= it will very likely happen; in Czech: AZ pojedes ....)

- When “if = whether” (zda), it can be followed by “will” + infinitive.
I am not sure if/whether our paper will be accepted.

3. Other conditional expressions (mostly used in formal English)

suppose/supposing (that) = za predpokladu, Ze; jestlize; co kdyz/kdyby
Supposing (that) the results seem unconvincing, we can always
repeat the experiment.
Suppose you didn’t get the job, what would you do?

assuming (that) = za predpokladu, ze
Assuming (that) the operational amplifier is ideal, the following
relationship holds.

provided/providing ( that) = za pfedpokladu, Ze (if the condition is fulfilled)
We will continue our research provided (that) we get a grant.
The nuclear programme can be abandoned providing (that)
other adequate sources of energy are available.

in case = pro pfipad, Ze/pro pripad ¢eho
You'd better find another room in case a larger screen is
needed. (so as to be safe if something happens)

but for = nebyt ¢eho/koho
But for your help, we would not have finished the project on
time.



Il. Time clauses

1. Conjunctions

when kdyz; az since od té doby, co
while kdyz, zatimco until/till az, dokud ne
whilst (formal) kdyz, zatimco as kdyz, jak
whenever kdykoli as soon as jakmile

after kdyz, poté, co by the time nez

before (dfive) nez once jakmile, jak (jednou

2.Tenses in time clauses
When the time clause refers to the present or the past, the verb has the same tense that
would be used in a single clause.

When he left school, he was fifteen. (He left school. He was fifteen.)
Whenever | am in England, | visit our partner university.

He waited until everybody had gone.

When the time clause refers to the future, the present/perfect tense is used.

Dependent clause Independent clause

Present/Present perfect tense Future tense/Imperative

Don 't start the experiment until everybody is here.

Switch off the lights before you leave the lab.

When | finish/After | have finished my PhD studies, | will work in

a research institute.

As soon as | receive/have received my degree, I'll go abroad.

I will not stop trying until | obtain/have obtained the expected result.

Note: The present perfect tense is used to stress completion of an activity.

since
Independent clause Dependent clause
Present perfect tense Past tense
| haven’t seen him since we graduated (in 2010).
Notes:

- When “when” relates to the time we want to know (= kdy,) it can be followed by “will” +
infinitive. Present continuous is also often used here.
He wants to know when they will come/they are coming. (= kdy)
- “since” and “as” are also used in reason clauses as formal alternatives to because.
The solution is promising since/as it can work during transients. (= protoze)




The meaning of the following sentence can be interpreted in two ways:
As prices rise, the demand for higher wages increases.
(= the demand increases because prices rise or: the demand increases at the
same time as prices do)

- “while” also expresses contrast (= kdezto, zatimco)
George was interested in research while his brother was more practically
orientated.
See also A Remedial Course in English Grammar: Clauses (Clauses of reason/cause and
Clauses of contrast and concession).

lll. Other ways of expressing condition and time relationships

1. if/when + an adjective
If/When necessary, we can change the date of the meeting. (= if/when it is necessary)

2. when + the —ing form
When considering the total losses, we can see that these losses are negligible. (= when we
consider ...)

3. if/when + the —ed form
When completed, the road will link these two cities. (= when the road is completed ...)

4. the —ing form
Substituting (12) in (13), one obtains .... (= if/when one substitutes ...)

5. having + the —ed form
Having finished the measurements, they started to analyse the values obtained.
(= after/when they had finished ...)

6. the —ed form
Used economically, the available resources will cover the costs. (= if/when the resources
are used economically)

7. if/when + a prepositional phrase
If/When in doubt, discuss the problem with your supervisor. (= if/when you are in doubt)

8. after, before, on, in, since + the —ing form
On entering the room, he switched on the light. (= as soon as he entered)
In entering the room he slipped. (= while he was entering)



EXERCISES

I. Fill the gaps with the following words. Use each of them only once.

as soon as whenever by the time before unless
till/until but for once while whenever
in case if as
1. He has had a number of different jobs ......cccccceeeevvrvernnnn. he left school.
2. We have to wait here ......cccovvrverenenen. he comes.
3 s you finish/have finished the experiment, come and see me.
| have an urgent message for you.
4.She left e, | had a chance to speak to her.
S he was trying to repair the machine, he burned his finger.
6. e you make/have made a decision, you shouldn’t regret it.
7. The phone was ringing but ..........cccecevvvrenenen. | picked it up, it stopped.
8. He blames me .....cccvvvvvrecrvevnnnenns things go wrong.
9.l can’tleave the lab .......ccceuneees | know that all the devices have been switched off.
10. He tripped 0N a Step ....ccvveveeveeerecrreeeienenns he was entering the hall.
11. Take my key ...covvevervcrenenen. the door is locked.
120 e, you get up at 7, you won't miss the lecture.
130 e, the unexpected interruptions, we would have finished much earlier.

. Fill in the correct forms of the verbs given in the right-hand column.

I.lamsure he .ceeeceevevennenne. the problem if you explained it to him. understand
2. If  had known the programme of that workshop, | ......ccccvvevecrienenee..
there. go
3. We are prepared to work overtime if it ......ccccceeverreennen. necessary. be
4. That firm will employ our graduates provided they .......ccccevevveevnecnennen.
good language and computer skills. have
5. They want to know if We ......ccoceveevevinevninicncns the project on time. finish
6. If you had asked him, he ......ccoooeeveneieicees you. help
T HE o, two jobs since he graduated. have
8. We are prepared to work overtime provided we .........ccccovervrnenennne paid. get
9. If the equipment of that plant ........ccccceveivineenne. not so obsolete, the
power consumption would not be so high. be
10. Let us KNOW if YOU ..ooevveeveccceeiis to the meeting. come
11. When the water ......coeevecvveneecnneen. , turn off the kettle. boil
12. Call me as SO0N AS YOU ....ccevvvevrireenrereereeneene the experiment. finish
13. Don’t do anything until I .......c.ccceevviiiiiieennnnnns you. tell
14. When the plant ......cccoevevvvvivenceennn , it will employ 100 people. be built
15. They want to know when the plant .......cocovevvieiecieiiinnnns be built
16. When the experiments ........c.coecevveererecesennnnns , data processing can start. be completed

lll. Past tense or present perfect tense in the following sentences? Use the verbs in capitals
to fill the gaps.



school. WORK/LEAVE

2.Since when ..., NE o for that company? WORK
Bl e him at a party last night. | ..o,

since. MEET, SEE
A, WE et friends ever SiNCe WE .......coveeveceecevie e e,

at school together. BE, BE
5.He e a member of the research team since 2010. BE
B | e with the project Since | ....coccoeveieieinininireceee

working here. INVOLVE, START
V.
Underline the conjunctions and translate them into Czech.
1. As time passed, things started to look better.
2. I’'m afraid | can’t help you as I'm not familiar with this type

of machine.
3. Since you aren’t able to do it yourself, you should ask for help. oo,
4. 1t’s two years now since we metin London. e

5. While my colleague was gathering data, | was working on a program

for processingthem.
6. He preferred fundamental research while his colleagues were

more interested in applied research. e
V. Fill in the words given below.
but for provided/providing (that) in case supposing unless
1.Youcan'tget ajob ...eerevicceeneenenn. you’ve got experience.
2. Everybody can join the course .......covvvvevrveveceenne. there is space available.
3 s something goes wrong, what will you do?
by your warning, I'd have burnt my fingers.

5.1l be in my office ..covvvevevceeceieinne, you need me.

VI. Translate
1. Nabidne-li mi univerzita misto docenta, vezmu ho.



8. Neudéldam zadné rozhodnuti, dokud nebudu mit vic informaci.

VIl. Translate the following sentences using the reduced time clause (when + -ing/-ed or
in/on + -ing).
. Kdyz je ¢lanek napsan dobrou anglictinou, ma lepsi Sanci na pfijeti.
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