
Verbs not usually used in continuous forms 
 

agree souhlasit hold platit (mít platnost) 

appear zdát se include zahrnovat, obsahovat 

assume předpokládat involve zahrnovat; týkat se; 
vyžadovat, znamenat 

be composed of skládat se z know vědět, znát 

believe věřit mean znamenat 

comprise obsahovat, zahrnovat notice všimnout si 

concern týkat se occur vyskytnout se, nastat 

consist of skládat se z prefer dávat přednost 

contain obsahovat realize uvědomit si, realizovat 

cost stát (peníze) resemble podobat se 

depend on záviset na result from vyplývat z, být způsoben čím 

differ from lišit se od result in vést k, mít za následek 

doubt pochybovat seem zdát se 

equal rovnat se suppose předpokládat 

exist existovat think myslet 

have mít understand rozumět, chápat 

 

Note: 
Some of these verbs may sometimes occur in continuous forms. In such cases, they  
either change their meaning:  

                                    I think he is wrong. (= myslím, že se mýlí) 
                                   What are you thinking about? (= o čem přemýšlíš?) 
or emphasize the temporary character of the situation:  

                                    This apparatus costs a lot. 

                                    God knows what this dinner is costing me!                                                                                                      

                                  

                                                                                                       

Common mistakes: 
-  Wrong: it is appear/consist/depend                         Right: it appears/consists/depends 

                  it is hold/mean                                                           it holds/means 

    Similarly: it is look/happen                                                     it looks/happens 

                    This argument is hold.                                             This argument holds. 

                    This argument is not hold any longer.                  This argument does not hold any longer. 

                     It is happen very often.                                           It happens very often. 

 

-  Wrong: consist/be composed from                           Right: consist/be composed of 

                 My presentation consists/is composed                   My presentation consists/is composed   

                 from two parts.                                                            of two parts. 

 

-  Wrong: be depend(ed) on                                            Right: depend on or be dependent on 

                 The country is depend(ed) on foreign aid.               The country depends/is dependent on 

                                                                                                                                                foreign aid. 



 

-  Wrong: something equals to something                   Right: something equals something 

                                                                                               Or: something is equal to something 

 

 

EXERCISES 

 

I. Fill the gaps in the sentences, using the right tenses and forms of the verbs given below. 

 Use each verb only once. 

 

believe                    mean                     concern                    prefer                  understand 
not realize              happen                  agree                        appear                exist 

                                                                                                                                                                                                       
1. I (not) ................................ the task was so difficult. 
2. In the past I ........................ oral examinations to written examinations. 
3. She .......................... everything she reads. 
4. I don´t know what that word ........................... . 
5. What did the study .....................? 
6. At last they ........................... on the date of the conference. 
7. I am sorry, I don´t .......................... you. Can you explain that again? 
8. It ......................... that we will have to start again from the beginning. 
9. These days, opportunities ........................... for students to gain sponsorships. 
10. The accident  ........................... yesterday. 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
II. Use the present forms of the verbs in brackets. Add prepositions where necessary. 

1. The book  .................................. ten chapters.                                                   (consist) 
2. Water .........................  hydrogen and oxygen.                                                  (be composed) 
3. The house .......................... four bedrooms, a kitchen and a living room.    (comprise) 
4. The paper ........................ a lot of mistakes.                                                       (contain) 
5. My presentation .............................. four parts.                                                (consist) 
6. The team  .........................  both men and women.                                          (be composed) 
7. This chapter .......................... a brief description of the new method.          (contain) 
8. The committee ..........................  scientists and engineers.                             (consist) 
9. The UK ........................................................................................................   England, Wales, 
    Scotland and Northern Ireland.                                              (consist/be composed/comprise) 
     
 
III. Translate. 

1. Předpokládám, že víš, o čem mluvíš. 
................................................................................................................................................... 
2. Stav životního prostředí se týká každého. 
................................................................................................................................................... 
3. Výběr toho přístroje závisí na jeho ceně. 
.................................................................................................................................................. 
4. Říká, že chce na tom projektu pracovat, ale já o tom pochybuji. 
................................................................................................................................................... 
5. Souhlasíš s ním? 



................................................................................................................................................... 
6. Zdá se, že některé ze souborů byly smazány. 
................................................................................................................................................... 
7. Ta nehoda měla za následek smrt několika lidí. 
.................................................................................................................................................. 
8. x = y znamená, že x se rovná y. 
................................................................................................................................................. 
9. Tento argument už neplatí. 
.................................................................................................................................................. 
10. Všechny naše studijní programy zahrnují kurzy matematiky. 

.................................................................................................................................................. 
11. Neuvědomil jsem si, že doktorské studium vyžaduje tolik práce. 
................................................................................................................................................... 
12. Experimentální výsledky vypadají dobře, ale budeme je muset ověřit. 
..................................................................................................................................................... 
13. Chyby tohoto druhu se vyskytují docela často. 
..................................................................................................................................................... 
14. Dáváme přednost jiné metodě. 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
15. Jejich výsledky se značně liší od našich výsledků. 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
 


